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I I (Check One) \I 

Fairf ie ld  house i s  presently a f ive-par t  complex with a two-and-a-half 
s to ry  hipped roof cen t ra l  block having walls of i r regular  native limestone 
ash la r  throughout. Twentieth-century addit ions to  the complex include 
the dormers on the cen t ra l  block, the one-story attached dependencies a t  
the f a r thes t  ends of the complex, the addit ions to  the rears  of the 
or ig ina l  one-story wings, and the broad screened-in one-story porch on 
the garden front ;  the small one-story portico on the entrance f ront  is 
a nineteenth-century addit ion.  

I 
CONDITION 

The plan of the cen t ra l  block i s  a s t r i k ing  pa ra l l e l  to  that  of Kenmore, 
having the drawing room extended across three of the f ive  bays on the 
garden f ron t ,  "i th two nearly square rooms i n  the other corners. The 
s t a i r h a l l l k i s  a{ranged almoyt p;9cisely a s  that  of Kenmore, the stairway 
ascending i n  the same manner, and ,lfaviqg, a s imilar  balustrade d e t a i l .  
Fa i r f ie ld  lacks the r ich  plaster-wokk decoration of Kenmore, but the 
surviving woodwork and panelling i n  the principal rooms is of f ine  quali ty.  
The drawing room chimney-piece features a panelled wermantel flanked by 
Doric p i l a s t e r s  on pedestals. 

Fa i r f ie ld  re ta ins  a number of old outbuildings, none of which can be 
posi t ively dated from the eighteenth century. The most in te res t ing  is the 
large br ick,  frame and stone barn t o  the m b  of the house. A much enlarge 
and a l te red  e a r l y  w e r s e e r ' s  house stands to  the sssC. of the main house. 
Fa i r f ie ld ' s  extensive gardens a r e  ornamented with an abundance of f ine  
English boxwood, some. ofwhich is believed t o  have survived from the 
e&gh.&eentb .century.,- .The peatnral s e t t i n g  .0£ - the en t i re '  complex is qui te  
beaut i ful  and unspoiled. 
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STArWENT O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Around 1765 Warner Washington (17i5-1791) . . ma&:ied ~ a k h -  Fai;&, 
a daughter of W i l l i a m  Fairfax of ~ e i v o i r .  Washington,, who kas 'a 

grandson of Lawrence Washington (d.' 1697/98)Xnd therefore a f i r s t  
cousin of George Washington, tiad previously been married t o  Elizabeth 
Mason of New Kent County. About the time of Warner Washington's 
second marriage, he acquired some 1600 acres from h i s  brother-in- 
law, George William Fairfax, i n  a par t  of Frederick County that  
l a t e r  became Clarke County. On th i s  t r a c t ,  cal led Fa i r f ie ld ,  
Warner Washington erected the massive stone mansion which probably 
was completed by 1770. George Washington v i s i t ed  h i s  cousin a t  
Fa i r f ie ld  on numerous occasions, a s  the General's d i a r i e s  indicate.  

Fa i r f ie ld  has a c lose  a rch i tec tura l  kinship to  several  Tidewater 
Virginia houses, most notably Kenmore. I t  has been suggested 
tha t  the appearance of Fa i r f ie ld  may have been influenced by 

4-1 1 1  ... 'Johh A f t i s ,  'dn18r6hi teR %%?om Wksi!riidreldhd 'dourit'y' WHO wds ' l ivfn$-  
i n  the v i c in i ty  of Fairf ie ld  a t  the time i t  is believed t o  have 
been b u i l t .  Regardless of the design source of Fa i r f ie ld ,  i t  
remains one of the la rges t  and most impressive of the in te res t ing  
group of stone colonial  mansions i n  northern Virginia. Its 
h i s t o r i c  significance is great ly  enhanced by its associations 
with the f i r s t  President and h i s  family. 
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